
scalawags name given by former Confederates to Southern whites who 
supported Republican Reconstruction of the South (p. 510) 

secede to leave or withdraw (pp. 285, 338, 438) 
secession withdrawal from the Union (p. 451) 

sectionalism loyalty to a region (pp. 322, 437) 
sedition activities aimed at weakening established government (p. 271) 

segregation the separation or isolation of a race, class, or group (p. 519, 
566) 

Separatists Protestants who, during the 1600s, wanted to leave the 
Anglican Church in order to found their own churches (p. 77) 

settlement house institution located in a poor neighborhood that provided 
numerous community services such as medical care, child care, 

libraries, and classes in English (p. 538) 
sharecropping system of farming in which a farmer works land for an owner 

who provides equipment and seeds and receives a share of the 
crop (p. 512) 

slave code the laws passed in the Southern states that controlled and 
restricted enslaved people (p. 405) 

smuggling trading illegally with other nations (p. 109) 
speculator person who risks money in order to make a large profit (pp. 

125, 261) 
spiritual an African American religious folk song (p. 405) 

spoils system practice of handing out government jobs to supporters; 
replacing government employees with the winning candidate’s 

supporters (p. 337) 
stalemate a situation during a conflict when action stops because both 

sides are equally powerful and neither will give in (p. 565) 
states’ rights rights and powers independent of the federal government that 

are reserved for the states by the Constitution; the belief that 
states’ rights supersede federal rights and law (pp. 271, 451) 

strait a narrow passageway connecting two larger bodies of water (p. 
49) 

strike a stopping of work by workers to force an employer to meet 
demands (p. 392) 

subsistence farming farming in which only enough food to feed one’s family is 
produced (p. 101) 

suffrage the right to vote (pp. 336, 426) 
suffragist a man or woman who fought for a woman’s right to vote (p. 

542) 
 


